EER TRER RABFHERZIETE
SE2E0LURRRERKMNMEELLM HEAAXETE
RERKZS - NGO EfSHEI=ZH

2025 F 3H 28 H

FECESTAAR FIA R AURE S U AARIL R B35 77 - (BRI it BTy EREAE
xR EE > MYER  SREE RS EROEPA - ARURIEER) » A KIEHYBHRE
BE  SRABHIREERH - Zocttg > AHEE - RFIFHRERE > BEilTHtE T |

REBHHCRRE FHER » RS REFEEREFEAT ALK Z T U ER » BxRE
EZ UL BIREREREEERE - CrlEER Rt i RS AL - W & AR (S
hlEb S - R NR (E RGEE BB HERGTS - RERREAL e
[REECE ~ 8B & B bR E AEANIBINAE - IR ZEF G AR R AR R E
W R R S I S B R 2 WIIBRAG Rl 5 R - B8 S ERIZ TR ~ 7T
b~ ZoTRE S MBI 2 2R A E @ IERREMIE PTeEHE 2 - B PR T
F AR - 2REENTEHEEMR EEEL  KEE S -

FELEERH 2019 4 1 H 8 HFERFREAIERBIFE L IERZ B &5 RIGARBZEE
GEREREE TSP LAY —EHE - ZRVER

BHICPIeA - R > R RA S EE -

BIPIRE > (R ESRE - g T EX -

BIVRL AN EZGERIA - fEmiE i A RE S —4 -

BITHed  aE8RERBEEEGEN RN - e RE -

BIARERFRESEMNEA - WRAE—K > TEEETHRELE - REE - BxE > 255
My BAE > TR e T2 & MR, o ABERMEE - FRAFTE kO BRFR > Al S (S
JE&—FF/INAE © Pa’sola xmnx na mansonsou | (BRI EIF AN IERS © #GEE

[FEF - RERGRELR R > G  BREIEER  BRIEFEAIZARKREELS
— RIS RIEES KR ERIGREANE - MEENRRERBEAEZZIE » TFREKRFEER
BREZRERE  MEUZEAHE > WA SRHEE DO AR o TR (E RIS = A8
B5¢E S R AR R (E RIGRE SR E BEISGE S - B R ERERGEES Z R F
Bt > (RIEF(ERGSE S ZEH AR TIE - RERBINAWEEEGRE IR - FER
B A TSN AERGREE - FPOBEEATOEY > IRa@RAEIEIIEEE > FER
e B E AR S E A B — DAY T -

I e B R RASE ~ T EE R 3 R B E S Y T N RILHIE 2 B B R E A=
0 WEFN P LEEE > WEERRAEZ - HHER AR - B - BiniisE



B > R PR AL R BN A RIEEIREE ST - SOERBEINE BUE \PIERELZ LIFENE
> sEhE 12 E SR - YA EE 28] > BEELE - EARTHE > DEgSEED; - 5
AR HENE > FRIES M 2R EAA TR P25 AT R H FAeflE 5 -

HIMREEELGRERZENEERM > i EERES SR - ik - NIt > BRE
iR ER®E - ARCEFFIEAE TS BUTEHEIZ R - thied NESRRHES - R
HIRER(E R > F—RXBAH PR - REIREIEEDRRTT > SR BEAE - 29802 g A2
b > ACfsm -

R AT R 8 T Bk i s B B T B Lt & /EAEAYERR - TR T A B R T ~
BURK R AR IEE DB EE R R - BRI R DR R ALY - HEEZE - 85
FEEISZER ARG » HTFA > B ERREIER Sy -

HFWRHERE SRR S > BB BV PERSORSEEE - ME AN MR R EAVRRE - #
ZEEFEHRAL R ENZTEE - S8 SUEIRE S > /KRERERIZ UL - R EIA
SRR > AR LB SR B AE - 28 - AR RE GBI EE

—3
= o
&

GEZFRERFENVEE - BATALKRE] - ERIGEEERENGEBANGE - BAERERER
hRE R B RGN EE - R KM OB R =78 | PRI iR B2 -
WABAR A BRI BEMSFREE AR S > BRI |

EIRELL SRR G

L BEER R  BEURRERE B R RIS R R -
SEFERBERE NG  FERBEAEMS  EREREAEBEESEEHEY 28R
EREHEALSANE  BETEHES  SIFHEY  BERHES - LS EIBHRE
BEGE  REBE SRR e HEET Y  BYLT G EET Y  RTY
g AT RS EETY  HET

Frag A+ Omi Wilang 0G66-583-077



Rooted in the Land, Sovereignty Belongs to the People —
United in Cherishing and Defending Taiwan Together
Taiwan Has Always Been the Ancestral Homeland of Indigenous Peoples — A Sacred Land
that We Have Safeguarded for Countless Generations and Will Continue to Protect Forever.

Joint Statement by Indigenous Peoples’ Councils and NGOs
March 28, 2025

Over generations, diverse peoples—whether first arrivals or later settlers—have taken root on this
motherland and struggled together to build a nation grounded in popular sovereignty: Taiwan. This
journey has not been easy, but it has shaped a society defined by diligence, compassion, and
generosity. Like our mountains, we are steadfast and resilient; like our seas, we are open and
inclusive. Our democracy and freedom were hard-won, as were our pluralistic society and human
dignity. We cherish them deeply, and we stand united in their defense.

Democratic and constitutional reforms have not only embodied the principle that sovereignty lies
with the people, but have also brought long-overdue recognition to Indigenous peoples as the
original stewards of this land and to the richness of our diverse cultures. The state’s affirmation of
multiculturalism must now be made real — by enshrining Indigenous status and rights in the
Constitution, in accordance with the will of the peoples themselves, and by aligning national policy
with global human rights progress. These include new partnership agreements between Indigenous
nations and the Taiwanese government, the enforcement of the Indigenous Peoples Basic Law, and
the domestication of the UN covenants on civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights.
President Tsai Ing-wen’s historic apology to Indigenous peoples marked only the beginning.
Recognition of Taiwan’s multiethnic, multicultural, and multihistorical identity has only just begun.
Yet, at this critical moment of progress, Xi Jinping’s authoritarian People’s Republic of China seeks
to erase it all—escalating pressure on Taiwan’s sovereignty and threatening us with annexation by
force.

We hereby reaffirm the joint statement issued on January 8, 2019, by Indigenous representatives to
the Committee on Transitional and Historical Justice:

An open letter from Taiwan’s Indigenous peoples to President Xi Jinping of China included the
following messages:

Mr. Xi, you do not know us—therefore, you do not know Taiwan.

Mr. Xi, you do not understand dignity—and thus, you misunderstand what greatness truly means.
Mr. Xi, no person should harm another, no matter how different they may be.

Mr. Xi, Taiwan’s Indigenous peoples—and the very identity of Taiwan—reject coercion. We will
not yield.

And the letter ended with a message of goodwill:

If one day China abandons its distorted views of history, ethnicity, and statehood—if it chooses to
become a kind neighbor instead of forcefully acting as an unwanted parent—then we will gladly
raise a glass of millet wine in peace.

Pa’sola xmnx na mansonsou!

(“May each of your breaths be smooth,” in the Tsou language.)

At the same time, efforts toward Indigenous transitional justice continue to progress, affirming that
sovereignty truly lies with the people. A significant example is the amendment to Article 1 of the
Referendum Act, which now stipulates that any referendum involving Indigenous rights must not
contravene the Indigenous Peoples Basic Law. This affirms the natural sovereignty of Indigenous
peoples—meaning our ancestral lands cannot be subjected to the will of the majority, and certainly
cannot be annexed into another nation.



The passage of the Indigenous Languages Development Act and the National Languages
Development Act formally recognizes Indigenous languages as national languages. These laws
actively promote the preservation and revitalization of our languages, safeguarding our right to use
and pass them down through generations. Fueled by a deep sense of mission, Indigenous peoples
have passionately embraced this movement. For the first time, we can officially use our traditional
names in our own languages—no longer forced to adopt Chinese characters. In tandem with the
establishment of the Constitutional Court, there has been meaningful progress in affirming the
collective identity and subjectivity of Indigenous peoples under the law.

Confronting the authoritarian grip of the Chinese Communist Party, its aggressive Chinese
nationalism, and imperialistic ambitions, the People’s Republic of China has become an escalating
threat—not only to Taiwan’s sovereignty and the peace of the Taiwan Strait, but also to its
neighboring countries. Its record of human rights violations, mass surveillance, deception, and
internal oppression has made it a common adversary in the eyes of both the international community
and its own citizens.

Meanwhile, some politicians within our own borders have shockingly chosen to align themselves
with such forces—echoing authoritarian rhetoric, condoning military threats, and enabling deceit.
Through abuse of parliamentary majority, they have trampled constitutional order, slashed vital
budgets, sought to undermine our national defense, and attempted to paralyze government functions.
Their actions amount to internal collusion with external aggressors, aimed at dismantling the
democratic and free society we have fought so hard to build.

Yet we believe in the democratic maturity and inclusive spirit of Taiwanese society. With resolve
and clarity, we can face any challenge and overcome any hardship.

Democratic defense mechanisms have now been activated. Citizens are taking action to correct
systemic errors, while the government has begun deploying national security strategies in response
to the threats we face. Once again, Taiwan rises with courage—demonstrating resilience and
determination, transforming division into unity. Through multi-layered, domain-spanning defense
systems, we are defusing threats while fortifying peace.

The principle that no dispute should be settled by force or coercion—and that Taiwan’s de facto
independence and the peace of the Taiwan Strait must not be altered through aggression—has long
been a cornerstone of U.S. policy and has now become a widely shared consensus among the global
community. The international commitment to Taiwan’s security and regional stability has never
been stronger.

We remain committed to tearing down walls and fostering honest, transparent, and equal dialogue.
We believe people are capable of rational, empathetic thinking—embracing multiple values and the
ability to see the world through each other’s eyes. Taiwan’s cultural soft power—rooted in
democracy, enriched by multiculturalism, fueled by innovation, and driven by compassion—reflects
the unique strengths of this island. Though small in size, Taiwan possesses tremendous social
resilience and an unshakable cultural confidence.

Taiwan is the Taiwan of Indigenous peoples. It is also the Taiwan of all who have come—early or
late—taken root, and chosen to identify with this land. Taiwan is the Taiwan of Austronesian
peoples, bound by deep ancestral ties. It is the Taiwan of oceans and mountains, reaching outward to
the world. Like our mountains, we remain steady and resilient; like our seas, we remain vast and
inclusive. We are unwavering in our commitment to protecting this beautiful island—and to
building a better future together with the world.
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